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in Russia in 1917, Christmas trees were banned, but made their re-
appearance, with official approval, in 1935, when they were banned in
Italy and forbidden in Greece in order to conserve the forests.
The previous year " any living plants of the various genera of pines "
were debarred from entering Great Britain owing to the prevalence
abroad of diseases that infect elms and conifers. All Christmas trees
were therefore home grown. The main sources of supply in the United
Kingdom are the Forest of Dean, Wales, Devon, Surrey, Norfolk,
Suffolk and Scotland.
CHRISTMAS TREE DECORATED WITH NUGGETS OF GOLD
An expensive Christmas tree was set up by an American millionaire
some years ago in an hotel in New York, Each branch was hung
with nuggets of crude gold from the Klondike mines of Alaska, while
the trunk was supported on a pedestal formed of twenty-dollar gold
pieces. The largest Christmas tree ever seen at a family gathering was
set up at Arundel Castle, the residence of the Duke of Norfolk. Grown
on the estate, it was seventy feet high and weighed some four tons.
The tallest Christmas tree is set up every year in a square at Boston,
U.S.A. It is composed of several trees and adorned with coloured
electric lights. It is estimated that in the United States alone, 5,000,000
young trees are cut down every year for Yuletide celebrations. Balsam
fir, spruce, red cedar, and scrub pine are mainly used.
LARGEST  PLANTATION   IN   THE   WORLD
This is being created in the United States and extends from the
Canadian frontier to Texas. Its purpose is to protect the eastern states
from the dust storms of the west. The total number of trees of different
varieties will be 30,000,000.
CHEMISTRY OF PLANT LIFE
PLANTS are living things which breathe, take in food, grow and produce
other plants like themselves, and certain conditions are essential before
these processes can be carried out.   Even a seed must have air and
moisture before it will show life by sprouting,
THREE   ESSENTIAL  NEEDS
All seeds must have a rest after they are scattered by the parent plant
or taken from it; but sooner or later they are ready to sprout, and then
the first thing they require is air. This can easily be shown by placing
some seeds in a tightly stoppered bottle and others in a jar open to moist
air. Those in the airtight bottle will not sprout; if the temperature is
suitable, the others will. Seeds planted in the garden are not buried
deeply, but scattered in loose, well-dug soil. Indoors, they are put in
porous pots or shallow seed-pans. The need for air is always kept in
mind,